The area now known as the Swiss Confederation was occupied by Helvetians who were conquered by the Romans; the southwest was invaded by Burgundians, and the northeast was invaded by Alamanni. In 1291 the Forest Cantons, or provinces of Uri, Schwyz, and Unterwalden, formed an antiHapsburg league that became the nucleus of the Confederation. The perpetual neutrality of Switzerland was guaranteed by international agreement in 1815 at the Congress of Vienna and again in 1919 by the Treaty of Versailles. Its present constitution was adopted in 1874. The highest peak of this Federal Republic is Monte Rosa at 4,638 m (15,217 ft). The Swiss Confederation shares borders with France, Germany, Italy, Austria, and the Principality of Liechtenstein.
G. H. Dufour, later to become a general, founded the Eidgenößisches Topographisches Bureau (Topographical Bureau) in Geneva in 1838. Dufour decided to use the "carte du jour" projection of Europe for the time which was the ubiquitous Ellipsoidal Bonne originally used for topographic mapping by Cassini himself during the Napoleonic Campaigns. The grid used for this Ellipsoidal Bonne has a Latitude of Origin (ϕ o ) = 46° 57' 06.02" N, a Central Meridian (λ o ) = 7° 26' 24.75" East of Greenwich (5° 06' 10.80" East of Paris), a False Easting of 600 km and a False Northing of 200 km. The Berne Observatory Datum was circa 1840, and the ellipsoid used was the Schmidt 1831 where a = 6,376,804 m, and 1/f = 302.02. Although my notes show a false origin for this old grid, I suspect that the original use was with the traditional quadrant system. The false origin probably crept into use as the base was updated after the Rosenmund System was introduced in the 20 th century. From 1845 to 1864, the publication of the first accurate map, known as the "Dufour Map," covering the whole of Switzerland was performed at the scale of 1:100,000; the slopes were shown by hatchures. By this time, the classical triangulation of Switzerland comprised 40 triangles that had been observed with Kern instruments, and the average error of a figure was 0.86 arc seconds. The Swiss triangulation calculations were based on the Bessel 1841 ellipsoid after 1863 where a = 6,377,397.155 m, and 1/f = 299.1528. The office was transferred to Berne in 1868, and the publication of the original surveys at 1:25,000 (Swiss Central Plains) and at 1:50,000 (Alps) with contours was performed from th century, and the cylinder, the cone and the plane were all used as developable surfaces. The "oblique" for this Swiss system is really a misnomer; it's merely transverse at an oblique latitude. Laborde actually used the first oblique cylinder with a tilt at the origin, Rousilhe used the first oblique plane for the stereographic for most of his hydrographic surveys, and Krovak used the first oblique (tilted) cone for the Czech Republic. Rousilhe was the only system developed that became a widely used conformal double projection. The Rosenmund projection is truly unique in the world for a national grid. The combination of the Bern Observatory (horizontal) Datum of 1898 with the Pierre du Niton (vertical) Datum of 1902 or LN02, and the Rosenmund projection and grid of 1903 have collectively been known since as the "CH1903 System" (Convention Helvetica 1903 System), of Switzerland.
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The use of aerial photographs for map making commenced in 1930, although terrestrial photogrammetry was already in common use. By 1938, the first 1:50,000 series of the entire country was completed, and the office moved to a new building in Wabern, near Berne in 1941. The Swiss National Map series was completed at the 1:25,000 scale in 1979, and the first use of satellite receivers for national surveys was in 1979. In 1980 the office was renamed the Bundesamt für Landestopographie, and the first Swiss National map sheet was digitally updated in 1989.
In 1988, a new network of 104 GPS station observations began, and the resultant adjustment has become the new national (terrestrial) reference system of Switzerland and is called the CHTRS95. You may wonder at my interest in these maps. As a part of my graduate work, I mapped glaciers in Alaska and the western U.S. and, as a consequence, began a collection of glacier maps. I have it on authority that I have the largest such collection in the world (no one else collects glacier maps!).
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